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							About the Art Library

								
									
			
				The Vassar College Art Library is a rare example of a complete modernist interior from the pre-World War II period in the United States.  Built in 1937, the interior was designed by John McAndrew, an architect as well as educator, who taught architectural history and design in the Vassar College Department of Art from 1932 to 1937. 


The clarity, openness, and textured warmth of the space is in keeping with the American or what McAndrew termed a "naturalized" version of the machine aesthetic, which he would go on to promote in his role as Curator of the Department of Architecture at the Museum of Modern Art between 1937 and 1941. The vivid colors of the library interior draw on Le Corbusier’s purist principles and their relationship between color and space. McAndrew's Art Department colleagues referred to this dynamic and forward-looking space as the expression of a new functionalism in architecture.  


As a learning environment it was exactly that, an elegantly-crafted machine in which every surface, volume, and design element was shaped and illuminated for the efficient appropriation of a knowledge of the history of art through group and individual study.  McAndrew's space has now been carefully renovated to recover its original function through a restoration of the original interior on designs by another architect/educator, the late Paul Spencer Byard, and his partner Charles A. Platt, of the New York-based firm of Platt Byard Dovell White. 


For a beautifully illustrated historical account of the life and work of John McAndrew, his design of the Vassar College Art Library, and the contribution of McAndrew and Vassar to the development of modernist art and architecture in the United States, see the architectural historian Mardges Bacon's monograph, John McAndrew's Modernist Vision: From the Vassar College Art Library to the Museum of Modern Art in New York, published in 2018 by Princeton Architectural Press, and available through Amazon.  For the Library Cafe interview of Mardges Bacon by Art Librarian Thomas Hill about the book, click here. For contemporary images of the Art Library taken for Bacon's book by Andrew Tallon after the Platt Byard Dovell White renovation, click here.
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							FINDING AIDS

								
										Vassar Library Search

	Worldcat

	Art Discovery Group Catalogue
Launched in May 2014, the Art Discovery Group Catalogue (ADGC) offers an art-focused research experience within the OCLC WorldCat environment.





	Bibliography of the History of Art
Covering European and American art from late antiquity to the present, the Bibliography of the History of Art indexes and abstracts art-related books, conference proceedings and dissertations, exhibition and dealer's catalogs, and articles from more than 2,500 periodicals. BHA is updated quarterly and covers 1973 to the present. BHA includes and extends the coverage of its two predecessor art indexes: RAA (Repertoire d'Art et d'Archeologie) from 1973 to 1989 and RILA (International Repertory of the Literature of Art) from 1975 to 1989.





	International Bibliography of Art
IBA is the successor to the Bibliography of the History of Art (BHA), and retains the editorial policies which made BHA one of the most trusted and frequently consulted sources in the field. The database includes records created by the Getty Research Institute in 2008-09, with new records created by ProQuest using the same thesaurus and authority files.





	Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals
The Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals indexes more than 1,000 periodicals published worldwide on archeology, city planning, interior design, and historic preservation, as well as architecture.





	Artbibliographies Modern
1972-   Abstracts of journal articles, books, essays, exhibition catalogs, dissertations and exhibition reviews.The scope of ARTbibliographies Modern extends from artists and movements beginning with Impressionism in the late 19th century, up to the most recent works and trends in the late twentieth century. Photography is covered from its invention in 1839 to the present.





	Art & Architecture Source (formerly Art Abstracts)
1984- Basic index to primarily English language art periodicals and museum bulletins. Coverage is comprehensive, with entries listed under author and subject. Good source for exhibition and book reviews. Reproductions of works of art listed separately under artist's name.





	Art Index Retrospective
1929-1984,  Basic index to primarily English language art periodicals and museum bulletins. Coverage is comprehensive, with entries listed under author and subject. Good source for exhibition and book reviews. Reproductions of works of art listed separately under artist's name. Material Indexed between 1929 amd 1984 is searchable online at Art Index Retrospective. Material indexed after 1984 is searchable as Art & Architecture Source.





	Oxford Art Online (Grove Dict., ec.)
Access to Oxford’s art reference works and Grove Art Online





	ArtStor Image Library
With approximately 300 collections composed of over 2.5 million images (and growing), scholars can examine wide-ranging material such as Native American art from the Smithsonian, treasures from the Louvre, and panoramic, 360-degree views of the Hagia Sophia in a single, easy-to-use resource.
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							NEWS & EXHIBITS

								
									
ARCANE BOTANICALS


Natural Imagery and Dioscorides' 


Materia Medica


A Thesis Exhibition curated by Natalia Fay, '24


On view through April 19, 2024


 


  




Women at Work: Photography and Labor


January 6–March 31, 2024


Hoene Hoy Photography Gallery


As both a profession and artistic pursuit, photography has historically been dominated by men. Yet despite many inequities, women have made significant contributions to photography as a creative profession. Drawn from the Loeb’s collection, this single-gallery exhibition explores the relationship between photography and labor, spanning the early 1900s to the present, featuring seven American women photographers: Jessie Tarbox Beals, Margaret Bourke-White, Mary Lloyd Estrin, Remy Holwick, Susan Meiselas, Carrie Mae Weems, and Janet Yoshii-Buenger. While some have made their living through fashion photography, photojournalism, editorial and documentary photography, others are artists whose photographs examine unpaid domestic labor.




Claflin Lecture Series: Fred Tomaselli


Jan 29, 6:00 p.m.


Location: Taylor Hall Room 203


Fred Tomaselli is known around the world for intricate, engulfing images of earthly and cosmic realms made by suspending collage and painted imagery as well as an array of real-world materials in thick layers of clear, epoxy resin. These works on wood panels mix snippets of botanical, ornithological, and anatomical illustrations cut from books and magazines, prescription pills, medicinal herbs, and psychoactive plants with the artist’s own designs. An ongoing series of works on paper transform the front page of The New York Times with gouache and collage.


Free and open to the public.




Coming Soon


Pressing On


Homage to Hannah More


An Exhibition of Artist's Books by


 Carole P. Kunstadt


Vassar College Art Library


October 17 - December 15, 2023


Reception and Artist's Talk Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Art Library


Link to the exhibition catalogue



Body Matters

May 20–September 10, 2023


Throughout Body Matters, we introduce you to the bodies that matter to us. Our definition of “body” is broad. It refers to a variety of moving, lively assemblages: those with heads and belly buttons to be sure, but also book collections and artworks, migration patterns, and even museums. We imagine a world composed of bodies rather than objects. And all of these bodies, regardless of their intention and orientation, exist in relation to other bodies. A body is one person and a body is a group of people. We explore how bodies overlap and tell stories together, especially stories that have generally been marginalized in institutions like the Loeb.



What Now? (Or Not Yet)

 


January 21, 2023–September 10, 2023


The year 2023 marks several milestones for the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center: the thirty-year anniversary of the César Pelli-designed building, the publication of a new collections catalogue, and the start of a reinstallation of the galleries. On these occasions, What Now? (Or Not Yet) invites critical reflection: How do collections shift and evolve? In what ways can art help us see the past or shape the future? Works ranging from Matthew Vassar’s initial bequest in 1864 to the Loeb’s most recent loans, gifts, and acquisitions thematize past, present, and future as categories in flux. These temporal categories unfold through the material: breath, body, and text.


To underscore the theme of transformation, a cohort of Vassar students will reimagine the exhibition at the halfway point, generating new thematic groupings and interpretations based on their own curatorial vision. This second iteration will open to the public in May.


What Now? (Or Not Yet) is generously supported by the Friends of the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center Fund.






 



OTHER IMAGININGS 


Artist collaborations with Gandhi Ashrams


An exhibition of the artists' book OTHER IMAGININGS  a collaborative work of of South Asian and Western artists and artisans assembled by Aaron Sinift toward a collective economic model of producing and distributing art.  On View November 2, 2021 to March 4, 2022 in the Art Library.  For the Library Cafe interview with the curators/editors of OTHER IMAGININGS click this LINK.



The Campus Green: The Olmsted Firm's Designs for Vassar College.   Vassar College Art Library Exhibit April 11-June 6, 2022


Library Cafe Interview with  Yvonne Elet


Work Prints: Eric Lindbloom’s Panoramas of the Hudson Valley




During his lifetime, Eric Lindbloom made many photographs of the region where he lived. Some of them have appeared in print; others have not. In 2019, Vassar’s Archives & Special Collections Library acquired a collection of twenty-eight of Eric’s Hudson Valley panoramas, along with some contact sheets and negatives. These images provided a strong basis for understanding Eric’s work in this area. I’m thrilled to say that this year the Library is acquiring all of the Hudson Valley images he produced. This will extend our understanding of Eric’s work and will provide important documentation of nature and landscapes around us.


In order to celebrate this important acquisition, the Library is mounting an online exhibition and issuing a print equivalent. The exhibition is guest-curated by Sasha Louis Bush, a visual artist who worked closely with Eric. The exhibition features a selection of Hudson Valley photographs, and I encourage you to read Sasha’s curatorial essay. In addition, we are planning an online event where several people with knowledge of Eric’s work will be able to speak about their experiences. We hope these activities will not only extend visibility of our collections but also further appreciation of Eric’s photography, especially as it relates to the Hudson Valley.



Art Library Exhibit: “S.M.S. (Shit Must Stop) – 1968”


At the height of the global political and social upheavals of the 1960’s, the American surrealist painter and art dealer William Copley published an unusual periodical entitled S.M.S., which informally stood for “Shit Must Stop.”  Inspired by Dada and the anti-commercial, merged-media ethos of the Fluxus movement, the publication consisted of a series of six 7 x 11-inch cardboard portfolios published bimonthly between February and December of 1968.  Each portfolio contained seven to fourteen multiples by different artists, and included works of widely divergent materials and techniques, from constructions and printed matter to photographs, prints, drawings, and sound recordings.


Includes multiples by Marcel Duchamp, Robert Rauschenberg, Man Ray, Christo, Roy Lichtenstein, Merit Oppenheim, John Cage, Richard Artschwager, Walter De Maria, Ray Johnson, Richard Hamilton, Dieter Rot, Yoko Ono, and many others.


On view for the remainder of Fall Semester 2020, in the Art Library Main Reading Room.



Miracles on the Border: Retablos of Mexican Migrants to the United States


When: September 5 - December 13, 2020


Usually commissioned from local artists working anonymously, retablos feature a narrative that is both written and pictorial. First-person vignettes, dated and inscribed with the supplicants’ names, draw on a traditional vocabulary such as “doy infinitas gracias” (I give infinite thanks). In the luminous illustrations above the inscriptions, earthly figures share space with holy images and a dreamlike representation of the miracle. As they accumulate on church walls, both in Mexico and the United States, these votives become public records of private faith, fears, and familial attachments.


The exhibition is organized by the Princeton University Art Museum. Support is provided by the Evelyn B. Metzger Exhibition Fund and the Friends of the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center Fund.


 



Louise Bourgeois: Ode to Forgetting, From the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family Foundation.   Exhibition Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, Vassar College, January 24 - April 5, 2020.


Louise Bourgeois (1911–2010) is one of the most renowned artists of the twentieth century. Louise Bourgeois: Ode to Forgetting, From the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family Foundation focuses on prints and textile works the artist made in her eighties and nineties. Many of the works incorporate fabrics and embroidery, reflecting a lifelong interest in textiles connected to Bourgeois’ childhood years in her family’s business of tapestry restoration in Paris. Explorations of time and memory were of importance throughout her life and career, and are especially palpable in these late works.


An Era of Opportunity: Three Decades of Acquisitions

 



When: April 26 - September 8, 2019




About the Show


This exhibition is a tribute to James Mundy (Vassar class of 1974) upon his retirement as the Anne Hendricks Bass Director of the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, a post he has held for twenty-eight years. Organized by the curators of the Art Center, the exhibition spotlights a range of drawings, paintings, photographs, and other works acquired over three decades, and encompasses art from across the geographic scope of the collection. The exhibition emphasizes the dynamic role that opportunity has played in shaping the dramatic growth of the permanent collection of the museum during Mundy’s tenure. The exhibition is supported by the Friends of the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center Exhibition Fund. For a Library Cafe interview with James Mundy about the exhibition, click this link.


Shape of Light: Defining Photographs from the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center


September 20 - December 15, 2019




About the Show


Shape of Light: Defining Photographs from the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center presents a survey of Vassar’s renowned collection of close to 4,500 photographs. Spanning the history of the medium, the exhibition features numerous innovations in the history of photography including various types of photographic practices from daguerreotypes and gelatin silver prints to large-scale Polaroids and digital color prints as well as a wide range of styles and geographic focuses. This extensive exhibition, the first of its kind at the Art Center, aims to highlight the Art Center’s long interest and dedication to the photographic medium and present the unique character, depth, and diversity of the collection. Shape of Light also celebrates twenty years of commitment from the Advisory Council for Photography for supporting photography acquisitions.


Back to the Future: Andrew Tallon's Vision

An exhibition of Photographs of John McAndrew's Restored Vassar College Art Library   May 23-June 16, 2019  James W. Palmer III '90 Gallery, College Center, Vassar College   Click for Blog Post


Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Geological Illustration from Catastrophism to the Anthropocene





RECEPTION MONDAY OCT 22 5:00-7:00 P.M.


An Exhibition at the Vassar College Art Library October 4 - December 15, 2018 


 


 










Suzanne Blier: Agnes Claflin Lecture

On November 6th at 6p.m. in Taylor 203, Suzanne Preston Blier, Allen Whitehill Clowes Professor of Fine Arts and of African and African American Studies, Harvard University, will deliver her lecture “Picasso's Demoiselles: Africa, Sex, Origins & Creativity.”


Past Time: Geology in European and American Art

Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, September 21 - December 9, 2018.


More information >


Master Class: Northern European Art 1500-1700 from the Permanent Collection

Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center April 26 - September 2, 2018.


More information >
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					ART LIBRARY on FACEBOOK
	Art Newspaper 
	Walker Art Center Art News
	Architecture Daily
	Art Cyclopedia Museum Listings 
	New York City Gallery Guide
	The Library Cafe
	UNC Chicago Manual of Style Guides



		   

								

								
							

						

					





     





            

        

        
        
            
                	
                        Last Updated: Mar 12, 2024 3:44 PM                    
	
                        URL: https://library.vassar.edu/art-library
                    
	
                    	 Print Page
                    


                
                    Login to Springshare (library staff use only)                

            

            
                
                     
                

                
                    
                

                
                    
                

            

        

        
        
			
				
					
					  
					  
					
				
			
        
                            

                       
        
                
                








            	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                




        




Libraries




Find, Borrow, Request

	Books & More / Search
	Ask a Librarian
	Maps and Call Numbers
	Circulation and Borrowing Materials
	Course Reserves
	ConnectNY and Interlibrary Loan
	Video Collection
	Search this site



About the Libraries

	Fast Facts
	Mission Statement
	Strategic Directions
	Library Administration
	Staff Directory







Research & Instruction

	Meet your librarians & ask your questions
	Instruction
	Citing Sources
	Open Access


Information for...

	Faculty
	Students


My Accounts

	Log in






Libraries and Collections

	Archives & Special Collections Library
	Art Library
	Digital Library
	Main (Thompson) Library
	Music Library
	Government Information
	Zines
	Collection Development & Management
	Preservation



Feedback

	Send feedback







Using the Libraries

	Accessibility
	Visiting the Libraries
	Using spaces and services
	Computers, laptops, and printing
	Classrooms & teaching facilities
	Library classroom
	Forms
	Connecting from off-campus
	Senior Lockers and Carrels


FAQ

	View our FAQ





 


Vassar College Libraries


124 Raymond Avenue, Box 20

Poughkeepsie, NY 12604

845-437-5760


Contact Us 



Vassar College












 



		
	
